
Field of Joy Added to Park Light Display 
The Wish Tree in Veterans Park was created two years 
ago as a way to brighten up the otherwise dark evenings 
in Fulton throughout December.  Last year, the display 
was expanded to include additional lighted features.  Now,  
the attraction has been expanded even further. 
 
This year’s newest area is known as the Field of Joy.   
Individuals, groups and businesses were able to sponsor 
a tree and personalize it with lights, ornaments and other 
decorations.  The center of the Field of Joy will be home 
to the 30-foot tall Community Tree, which will compliment 
the Wish Tree. 
 
The most noticeable new lighted display visitors will  
notice is a large archway spanning across the parking lot 
entrance which says “FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS.”  Other new 
features include an animated bell with holly, Santa flying a 
helicopter, an elf feeding reindeer and elves working in 
Santa’s workshop. 
 
Many of the features and lights have been purchased 
thanks to donations by local individuals and businesses.   

Anyone who would like to make a donation, whether it’s 
cash or a lighted display, can contact the Parks and  
Recreation Department at 573-592-3190. 
 
Following the Wish Tree lighting on December 1 at 5:30 p.m., 
the Fulton Festival of Lights will be available for viewing 
every night through January 2, 2017. 
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It’s difficult to believe, but 2017 will be here before we know 
it and that means it’s nearly time for the City of Fulton to  
implement a new operating budget.  Included in the $41 
million budget are a few major vehicle purchases as part of 
capital improvements.  They include a fire pumper truck, 
police patrol car and a trash truck with a combined cost of 
$582,000. 
 
Work on the federally-mandated updates to the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant will continue in 2017.  Approximately $6.4 
million has been set aside to complete the project by the 
end of the year. To assist in paying for the improvements,  
resident’s sewer rates will increase 7.5 percent next year. 
This increase was previously approved by voters in 2013. 
 
Importance continues to be placed on maintaining City streets 
through the asphalt overlay program. Once again, $450,000 
has been set aside for a selection of roads which will be 
chosen at a later date. In addition, the City’s Jefferson Street 
parking lot will be repaved in 2017 as part of a separate project.  
Also, $600,000 has been set aside for major improvements  
to a wastewater lift station located off of Route O. 
 
The City will once again be shedding debt by making its final 

bond payment for sewer line replacement.  Residents had 
passed a $6 million special obligation bond in 1996.  Also, the 
City will begin its first full year of collecting the one-half cent 
sales tax for stormwater and parks and recreation improvements. 
 
A digital copy of the 2017 City of Fulton budget will soon be 
available online at fultonmo.org or it can be viewed at City 
Hall during normal business hours.  Anyone with questions 
regarding the budget can call 592-3111. 
 

New Budget Includes New Emergency Vehicles 

 
City staff work on installing the lighted archway, which serves 
as the entrance to the Fulton Festival of Lights. 

 
A new trash truck, similar to the one seen above, is included in 
the capital improvements for the 2017 fiscal year. 



Dear Citizens of Fulton, 
 
I must really be getting old because the past 12 months have 
flown by quickly. And you know what they say, “The older you 
get, the faster the time flies.”  I hope you had a great 
Thanksgiving and remember, the Christmas holiday is just four 
weeks away.  I hope you have an enjoyable holiday and that 
the new year brings you continued happiness.   
 
Last month, I was invited to participate in the 150th anniversary 
of St James United Methodist Church’s founding.  
Congratulations to the congregation of this church for so many 
years of service and leadership to the community.  I also had 
an enjoyable time helping to “welcome” Calvary Baptist 
Church’s new minister, Reverend Lard Andrews.  We look 
forward to working with Reverend Andrews in his efforts to lead 
this 150-year-old church, which has been a pillar in our 
community. 
 
I know many of you, as I, enjoy watching the progress of the 
construction of the Fulton State Hospital.  I’m sure you have 
noticed a number of City vehicles on the site and I want to 
make sure you are aware that our crews have a very important 
role in supporting the construction efforts.  Our electric, gas, 
water, and sewer department employees have been very busy 
installing services for the new facility.  Of course, the State 
Hospital is paying for these new services.  Just in the month of 
November, the state reimbursed the City approximately 
$300,000.  Once again, we need to thank our city crews for 
their professionalism and quality of work they continue to 
provide.   
 
The Fulton City Council has finalized the 2017 Budget.  If you 

have any questions, please notify your councilperson, or 
contact me at mayor@fultonmo.org.  Earlier this year, the 
council approved three blocks of improvements on East 9th 
Street, between Bluff Street and State Street. It included 
overlaying the roadway, plus replacing curbing and sidewalk 
that has deteriorated.  I invite you to view this project and let us 
know if you think this is something we should continue to 
pursue in the future.  Estimates for the cost of a similar project 
is approximately $100,000 per block.  The council was able to 
finance the 9th Street project with overlay funds and sidewalk 
replacement funds.  Many of the City’s older neighborhoods 
have deteriorating sidewalks and curbs, or no curbs at all.  This 
is a start to addressing this situation.   
 
I toured the Wastewater Treatment Plant project recently and 
was pleased to see the progress that the contractor is making.  
We now can treat the sewer water that is held in our retention 
pond and our plant operators have been busy doing that.  The 
level of water being held in the retention pond is the lowest I 
have seen since I have been mayor.   
 
Thank you for your interest in the City’s operations.  Please let 
me know of your concerns and I’ll do my best to make sure 
they are addressed.  MAY YOUR HOLIDAYS BE 
WONDERFUL AND HAVE A HAPPY 2017!   

Proudly Serving You, 

LeRoy D. Benton 
Mayor 

 

 

DATE EVENT   TIME  LOCATION______________ 
12/20 City Council Meeting  6:30 p.m. Council Chambers 
1/10 City Council Meeting 6:30 p.m. Council Chambers 
1/10 City Council Work Session after C.C. Mtg. Council Chambers 
1/17 Historic Preservation Com. 1 p.m.  Executive Conference Room 
1/23  Utility Board   1 p.m.  Executive Conference Room 
1/24 City Council Meeting 6:30 p.m. Council Chambers 
1/30 Human Rights Commission 5:15 p.m. Executive Conference Room 

City Council, Boards and Commissions 
Meeting Schedule 

www.fultonmo.org 

City Hall 
Friday, December 23 (Christmas) 
Monday, December 26 (Christmas) 
Monday, January 2, 2017 (New Year’s) 
Monday, January 16, 2017 (MLK Day) 

Municipal Court 
Friday, December 23 (Christmas) 
Monday, December 26 (Christmas) 
Monday, January 2, 2017 (New Year’s) 
Monday, January 16, 2017 (MLK Day) 

City News Briefs 
- Ameren Missouri has donated much needed fire hose to the 
Fulton Fire Department.  Eight sections of four-inch supply line 
hose will be placed on the City’s new pumper truck when it arrives 
in January.  It feeds the fire trucks with water from fire hydrants 
at high volume and pressure.  The donation is valued at $4,200. 
 
- A lot of people in Fulton enjoy having a natural Christmas tree 
in their home during the holiday season.  But many are curious 
about what to do with them after New Year’s Day.  One solution 
is quite simple.  Residents can place their natural tree at the 
curb, next to any other yard waste, on their regularly scheduled 
trash collection day.  Make sure to remove lights, ornaments, 
tinsel and any other unnatural materials.  
 
- Helping residents cover the cost of their heating bills during the 
cold winter months is as easy as the City’s Energy Assistance 
Program. Residents wishing to donate can have a set amount 
added to each month’s utility bill or a one-time donation can be 
made in person.  To make a contribution, visit the utilities billing 
desk at City Hall or call 573-592-3111. 
 
-The 68th Annual Fulton Jaycees Christmas Parade is Saturday,  
December 3 starting at 1 p.m.  Participants can begin lining up 
for the parade in front of Missouri School for the Deaf at 10 a.m.   

Solid Waste 

Friday, December 23 (Christmas) 
         - pick-up will take place on Thursday, December 22 
Monday, December 26 (Christmas) 
         - pick-up will take place on Tuesday, December 27 
Monday, January 2, 2017 (New Year’s) 
         - pick-up will take place on Tuesday, January 3 
Monday, January 16, 2017 (MLK Day) 
         - pick-up will take place on Tuesday, January 17 

City Offices Holiday Schedule 
(City offices are closed and no solid waste collection) 

mailto:mayor@cityhall.com�


While many children in Fulton are assured to receive plenty of presents for 
Christmas, that is not the case for others.  But thanks to the area’s  
emergency responders, including the Fulton police and fire departments, 
many more kids will be smiling during the holidays.    
 
The tenth annual Shop with a Hero is scheduled for Saturday, December 
17.  Beginning at 8 a.m. that morning, kids and emergency responders will 
gather at the Fulton Police Department.  Later, with lights flashing and 
sirens blaring, the emergency personnel and children head to the Fulton 
Wal-Mart where each kid goes on a $100 shopping spree.  In addition, 
Dollar General provides each child with a stocking full of gifts that include 
a $25 gift card to its store. 
 
This year, 50 youth will be assisted through the program with selections 
being made by SERVE, Inc. and area churches.  The program was  

created not only to improve 
kid’s holiday season, but also 
as a way for emergency  
personnel to build trust with the  
community. 
 
The program is not currently 
seeking donations.  However, if 
any individual or business is  
interested in supporting this  
annual tradition, contact the  
Fulton Police Department at  
573-592-3100. 

SPECIAL EVENT START DATE END DATE 

HHW Center/ E-Waste Drop-off 
(2nd and 4th Saturday of Each Month) 

Sat., April 8 Sat., October 28 

Clean Sweep Saturday Sat., April 22 Call 573-592-3190 to 
register yourself or group 

Spring Cleanup Week Mon., April 24 Fri., April 28 

Fall Cleanup Week Mon., October 23 Fri., October 27 

HOLIDAY OBSERVED DATE 
SOLID WASTE  
COLLECTION DAY 

MLK Day Mon., January 16 Tue., January 17 

President’s Day Mon., February 20 Tue., February 21 

Labor Day Mon., September 4 Tue., September 5 

Thanksgiving Thu., November 23 Wed., November 22 

 Tue., December 26 Wed., December 27 

Independence Day Tue., July 4 Wed., July 5 

Memorial Day Mon., May 29 Tue., May 30 

 Fri., November 24 Mon., November 27 

New Year’s Day Mon., January 1, 2018 Tue., January 2. 2018 

Christmas  Mon., December 25 Fri., December 22 

Veterans Day (observed) Fri., November 10 Mon., November 13 

2017 Solid Waste Department 

Holiday and Special Event  

Schedule 

NOTE—The yard waste drop-off site at the old City Landfill is no longer 
open.  Yard waste can be disposed in the drop-off containers located at 
the Tennyson Road and Westminster Avenue fire stations anytime. 

 

 

 

Event Register By Start/Event Date 

Wish Tree Lighting N/A December 1 

Fulton Festival of Lights N/A December 1 

Digital Photography Class February 1 February 9 

 
 
 
 
          
  

If you have additional questions about Fulton Parks and Recreation activities, call 592-3190. 

Event Calendar 

www.fultonmo.org 

City Seeks Grant 
for Road Project 
Fourth Street is one of the main gateways 
into Fulton.  In an effort to make the  
roadway look more appealing to residents 
and visitors, the City has applied for a 
grant to help pay for much needed  
improvements. 
 
The Missouri Department of Transportation’s 
Transportation Alternatives Program  
assists cities, such as Fulton, in making 
improvements such as wider sidewalks 
and bicycle lanes.  The City is requesting 
as much as $300,000 and will be willing to 
match 40 percent of the grant total. 
 
Besides widening the roadway and adding 
new curb, gutter and sidewalks between 
Westminster Avenue and Jefferson 
Street, the City will be replacing the old, 
dilapidated concrete wall around Pioneer 
Cemetery. It will be replaced with a reddish, 
decorative concrete block wall. Also, there 
is a goal to move all of the utilities located 
within that stretch underground. 
 
MoDOT is expected to announce the 
grant recipients in January. 

The old concrete wall in front of Pioneer Cemetery 
will be replace with a more decorative one. 

Shop With a Hero Turns Ten 
and Still Brightens Kid’s Lives 

Lt. Stan Holt of the Fulton Police Department 
helps a girl shop during last year’s event. 
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Portion of 9th Street 
Gets a New Look 
If you have noticed residents on 9th Street, between Bluff and 
Grand Streets, smiling more than usual, it’s for a good reason.  
They are now reaping the benefits of a roadway project that has 
recently been completed. 
 
Beginning in late October, City contractors tore up the sidewalk 
and roadway.  Included in the project was new and modern curb 
and gutter, which will improve drainage and increase the road’s 
lifespan.  The new sidewalk has been regraded to better conform 
with the federal Americans with Disabilities act.   This meant 
creating a more gradual slope at intersections, and adding ADA 
compliant detectable warning pads, which assist the visually 
impaired in recognizing a roadway is near.  

Progress continues to be made on the federally-mandated  
upgrades to the Wastewater treatment Plant.  The most  
noticeable construction includes a new 90-foot diameter clarifier, 
which removes solids from the water.  Also, the foundation 
walls for the disinfection building have been poured, along with 
portions of the new headworks building. 
 
Once completed, the updated plant will be able to remove solids 
at the beginning of the treatment process instead of having them 
go through the entire plant.  Meanwhile, a valve and system of 
pipes have connected the plant with the overflow lagoon.  This 
allows its water to be treated before entering Stinson Creek. The 
upgrades are anticipated to be completed by the end of 2017. 

 
Contractors use a concrete curb machine to lay the new curb 
and gutter along 9th Street, near Bluff Street. 

 
A contractor’s crew add rebar for the concrete walls of the 
headworks building at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  

Work Continues on 
Wastewater Upgrades 
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